MRS. M. N., aged 39, first noticed about two years ago that the right temporomandibular joint clicked during mastication. This clicking has become more pronounced of late, and the left joint now also cliqks. On the right side the intraarticular fibro-cartilage can be felt to be subluxated at every click of the jaw.
I have only operated upon two suclh patients, and both cases were very bad, practically having subluxation of the inter-articular fibro-cartilage and marked osteoarthritis of the joint, which are not present in this case. I have removed the cartilage and put in sterilized vulcanite, stitching it in position, and the cases have done well. I think this case should be left alone, but when people persistently come up and complain of the noise, we should excise the cartilaginous portion of the condyle. Sir HERBERT WATERHOUSE (President) said that in many such cases he had refused to operate. He had made an exception when the wife of the patient threatened divorce if the nuisance was not stopped; he had never previously seen such a case in a man.
-
A Large Dental Cyst.
By CECIL P. G. WAKELEY, F.R.C.S.
A. E., MALE, aged 37, first noticed a small swelling in the left hide of his face in May, 1927; this has been growing larger and is now the size of a golf ball.
There is a.rounded tumour 1i in. by 1 in. just below the left malar bone. It is unattached to the skin, but is firmly attached to the bone beneath. Definite fluctuation can be made out. The swelling appears to originate from the lateral wall of the left superior maxilla.
The swelling was first painless, but is becoming more sensitive; deep palpation is painful.
The patient has three or Lour septic roots in the left upper jaw and is wearing a denture over them. The left antrum is opaque to transillumination and to X-rays, which latter show the walls of the maxillary sinus as intact; hence it is very unlikely that the swelling originated from that part of the bone.
Postscript.-Operation was performed March 15, 1928 . The septic stumps were removed, and during the extraction of the last, the swelling discharged through the empty socket. It proved to be a dental cyst.
